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which prompts them to virtuous actions and withdraws
them from vice. This is called honour. ... By this
liberty they entered into a laudable emulation to do all of
them what they saw pleased one. If one of them, either a
monk or a sister, should say ' Let us drink/ they would all
drink. If any one of them said * Let us play/ they all played.
If one said < Let us go and take our pleasure in the fields/
they all went. ... So nobly they were taught that there
was not one among them but could read, write, sing, play
upon musical instruments, speak five or six languages, and
compose in them either in verse or in measured prose.
Never were seen knights more valiant, more gallant, more
dexterous on horse or foot, more vigorous, more active, more
skilled in the use of arms^ than were these. Xever were seen
ladies so proper, so handsome, less whimsical, more ready
with hand, with needle, or with every honest and free
womanly action, than were these. For this reason, when
the time came that any man of the said abbey, either at
the request of his parents or from some other cause, had a
mind to go out of it, he carried along with him one of the
ladies, namely, her whom he had chosen before for his mis-
tress, and they were married together. And if they had
formerly lived in Thelema in good devotion and amity, they
continued therein, and increased it to a greater height in
their state of matrimony: so that they entertained that
mutual love till the end of their days just as^on the very
first day of their wedding."
The dream of the abbey is abando'nedlis soon as set
down. "We hear no more of it. Friar John, when we
meet him again, has forgotten it. Certainly, this coarse
bib&ron of a monk was not the man to be the head of an
abbey in which gentlefolk alone were to be admitted;
but an objection of this kind may be taken to most of
the Rabelaisian episodes: the author
in portions, but imperfectly as